
Did Sheriff Chad Chronister withdraw from DEA nomination to hide 
and collect his $1.3 Million Pension Cash Bonus Scheme? 
   
   
 
 
 
 
   
    
 
 
 
Could it be that Hillsborough County Sheriff Chad Chronister removed himself from the 
nomination to the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) because Chronister didn’t 
want public attention to and give up his $1,284,908 Million Pension Cash bonus scheme? See 
https://www.facebook.com/tripledippers Former Democrat now Liberal “Republican” 
Politician Sheriff Chad Chronister decided his Salary of $ 275,1451, $110,058 in annual 
benefits and a $701,283 5-year pension cash bonus of was not enough money! Sheriff Chad 
Chronister used his political position on March 12, 2024 to apply for an 8-year special 
$1,284,9082 taxpayer-funded pension bonus!   
 
Dave Jaye, a researcher at www.tripledippers.org comments, "Sneaky Politician Chad 
Chronister is greedy. Marrying into a Multi Million Dollar Family is not enough for Chronister3. 
How many gourmet meals, luxury cars, and vacation homes does Chad Chronister need or can 
even use?” 
 
“Chad Chronister exploited his political position by signing up for a Triple Dipper Program 
where Chronister collects a paycheck and a pension at the same time to do the same job and 
didn’t pay 3% of his $275,145 salary $8,254, into the Florida Retirement System shifting his 
personal responsibilities to taxpayers. Chad Chronister is setting a disgraceful example of 
personal enrichment in politics”, said Jaye. See  https://TripleDippers.org/hall-of-shame  
 
While Politician Sheriff Chad Chronister is not satisfied with his $275,145 salary plus 
approximately a $12,645 a month pension for life, the average Hillsborough Deputy’s salary is 
$56,5994 The average Tampa, FL worker earns $40,751 per year or $19.59 per hour5, must 
work over 30 years to match Politician Chad Chronister’s Pension bonus of $1,284,908! 
 
Sheriff  Chad Chronister knows only 39% of Hillsborough County High School students are 
college ready, only 46% pass reading, only 32% pass math, yet 76.6% graduate with what is 
often viewed as a worthless Diploma6. Chad Chronister’s $1.2 million pension cash bonus 

 
1 https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/reports/finsal24.pdf  
2 Division of Retirement (850) 778-4408 Florida Department of Management Services 
3https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/politics/national-politics/chad-chronister-about-trump-pick-dea-administrator/67-d1d
e5fcd-a9c2-41dd-9711-a02bd61d1ca5  
4 https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Hillsborough-County-Sheriffs-Office/salaries/Deputy-Sheriff/Tampa-FL 
5 https://www.talent.com/salary?job=&location=tampa  
6 https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/florida/districts/hillsborough-108398  
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would be better spent on providing 54,934 tutoring hours7 for Hillsborough students to 
become more job and college ready. 
 
Politician Chad Chronister’s pension cash bonus is formally called the “Deferred Retirement 
Option Program” (DROP). DROP’s original intent: helping the state retain essential and rare 
skill sets and experience in mission-critical jobs-- not for politicians and low-skill jobs. For the 
list of the names, employers and pension cash bonuses of approximately 28,536 Florida's 
Triple Dippers, visit https://tripledippers.org/fl-cash-outs-june-2024/  
 
“Will the Press ask Politician Chad Chronister if he will promise in writing, not to ask for 
special politician permission to break his contract promise to resign when Chad Chronister 
takes the taxpayer-paid $1.3 million pension cash bonus on January 31, 2028?”, challenged 
Dave Jaye. 
 
Sheriff Chad Chronister knows that 66% of males in Florida’s Jails and State Prisons lack a high 
school diploma and 33% read below a 6th- grade level8. But Politician Chad Chronister 
prioritized his $1.28 Million pension bonus over advocating for the use of Politicians' pension 
bonuses for tutors. 
 
Governor Ron DeSantis signed SB 7024 effective July 1, 2023 allowing politicians and 
bureaucrats to extend pension bonuses by 60% from 5 to 8 years and up to 10 years for 
School Employees and increasing the pension bonus interest rate from 1.2 to 4% and allowing 
many to collect pension bonuses earlier9. The Triple Dipper Pension Bonus system has 
created $39 billion in unfunded Florida Retirement obligations, amounting to a $1,725 liability 
for every man, woman, and child in Florida10.  
 
State and local Politicians are entitled by law to special treatment that allows them to accrue 
benefits faster and retire with bigger payments than most other workers. The separate class 
was created and modified over the years by the Florida Legislature, whose 160 members also 
are covered by pension cash bonus system11.  

Check out our latest investigative Reporting at The Hall of Shame 
https://TripleDippers.org/hall-of-shame where we profile the greediest Florida Politicians and 
Bureaucrats using their public positions for personal enrichment.   

Chad Chronister’s liberal record:  
https://www.tampafp.com/ingram-eight-reasons-to-think-twice-about-voting-for-chad-chr
onister-for-sheriff/  
1. Arresting a minister conducting church services defying Covid-19 lockdowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtSTr2rcbMs  
2. Not arresting Black Live Matters rioters vandalizing his Jail Watch the video of the 
attempted jail break-in 

 
7   $1,284,908/ $23.39 per tutor hour = 54,934 hours   https://www.indeed.com/career/tutor/salaries/Tampa--FL  
8https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/state/2019/07/27/bars-to-learning-inmates-languish-in-florida-prisons-with-little-access-
to-education/4597062007/  
9 https://thecapitolist.com/frs-double-dip-retirement-expansion-will-make-it-harder-for-private-sector-to-compete-with-state/ 
10 https://thecapitolist.com/frs-double-dip-retirement-expansion-will-make-it-harder-for-private-sector-to-compete-with-state/ 
11 https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2011/03/13/florida-pension-benefits-especially-good-for-elected-officials-judges/  
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https://x.com/ByJoshSolomon/status/1277041420713549825?s=20  
3. Donating tens of thousands to Liberal Democrats including $15,000 to Obama 
4. Mass release of unchecked dangerous criminal Jail inmates during Covid-19, including 
Joseph Williams with 35 prior charges, charged with murder the next day12  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3kqAbjCLns  
5. Advocating for stricter gun laws including taking guns away from people accused of but 
not convicted of crimes violating US Civil Rights and due process without a right to an 
Attorney: Red Flag laws13 https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jTEwT5M6PEg  
 
Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) was among the critics of Chad Chronister, saying on X on 
Sunday that Chronister should be “disqualified” over the pastor’s arrest. The Constitutional 
Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association said in a statement that it was “shocked and dismayed” 
by the selection, citing Chronister’s enforcement of covid mandates. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBUVDQ3pkpw  
 

 

 

 
12 https://www.tampafp.com/ingram-eight-reasons-to-think-twice-about-voting-for-chad-chronister-for-sheriff/ 
13 
https://floridaphoenix.com/2024/12/02/chad-chronisters-nomination-to-head-dea-raises-hackles-for-some-conservatives/  
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